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«< pvOOR hangings present excellent opportuni- 
ties for the exercise of one's talents in the 
way of paintings, embroidery, and other methods 
of embellishment," says James Thomson, in The 
Ladies' Home Journal. " Where one is desirous of 
avoiding the common-place, and cannot afford the 
high-priced and comparatively rare stuffs, there is 
here presented a wide field for practical exptri- 
meats, in which, whatever they may lack as a work 
of art, they will have at least the merit of being 
practical, and in the best of taste. When a portiere 
is elaborately embellished with embroidery, show- 
ing a large all-over design of a vine, with leaves and 




FlG. 1. DOORHANGINGS WITH FOLDED FRIEZE AT TOP. 

blossoms, it should bang straight, so that it will 
show to the best advantage ; when the border only 
is ornamented, the curtain may be looped back and 
gracefully arranged, to make the border the most 
prominent. 

"When hanging curtains, whenever possible, the 
pole should end in a socket fastening. Where the 
woodwork surrounding the door is of good design 
and not unsightly it should always be left in view. 
In this way the door architrave forms a frame for 
the portiere, and furnishes a pleasant contrast to 
the woven fabric. For a low doorway the hangings 
as usually purchased ready made will be found 
rather long. This may be remedied by folding the 
surplus over the top, thus forming a fringe, frieze 
or border, as shown in fig. 1 in the accompanying 
illustration. When the opening is unusually high 
it is customary to use grille transcm frames of 
open fretwork or spindlework, which serve the 
double purpose of breaking up the monotony of 
surface, and forming a very handsome decorative 
feature. The fretwork may be obtained in an in- 
finite variety of patterns, the price ranging from 75 
cents to $3.50 per superficial foot. They come in 
all colors of wood, and in white and gold and all 
gilt. This open lattice-work— delightfully remi- 
niscent of the Orient— is used for filling in awk- 
ward spaces. This method is represented in fig. 2, 
which represents a pair of curtains finished with a 
border of embroidery, the ornament on the original 
curtain was worked in gilt bullion and silver, on a 
ground of double-faced velour. 

"With portiere draperies rings should always be 
used, a special kind now employed being known 
as the 'traverse,' which is recommended for its eagy 
running on the poles. 

" These are now easily obtained at any of the 
dry-goods houses, and will be cut to order, ready 
to be put in place. Curtains ready to hang on and 
suitable for portieres nay be purchased in all colors 

and fabrics." 

AN ARTISTIC APARTMENT. 

By A. Minnie Herts. 

WHEN starting out to properly furnish a flat, 
it is imperative that we have a careful plan 
of each room, with correct measurements. We 



shall otherwise make selections of pieces of furni- 
ture out of scale with the size of our rooms 
and shall gain undesirable and inartistic effects. 

Let us suppose an apartment of eight rooms, 
namely parlor, dining-room, library, bed chamber, 
nursery, bath room, servant'6 room and kitchen, 
and it shall be our endeavor to make our borne as 
attractive as a home should be, by the bestowal of 
a distinct individuality upon each separate room. 

The parlor we will furnish in the Louis XV. 
style, done in tones of pale green and yellows. 
The walls are hung in pale* green striped silk with 
rococo frieze in pale yellow. Single tone green 
velvet carpet with some yellow In the border. Sofa, 
arm chairs, two reception chairs and footstool of 
carved antique mahogany, upholstered in green and 
yellow flowered brocade. Carved mahogany and 
gold screen with Louis XV. tapestry panels. Ma- 
hogany and gold cabinet in which are placed ivories 
and articles de vertu. At the window is a hand- 
somely carved mahogany and gold cornice from 
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A Book Plate. By K. Anning Bell. 

which depends long curtains of brocaded silk, 
same as furniture covering, and the shorter drap- 
ery of solid green silk. Green Sevres jars, contain- 
ing large spreading palms, are placed in the win- 
dows and the pottery used is in tones of green or 
yellow. On the table place a silver tea urn and a 
green and gold Limoges tea service. All the wood- 
work in this room mu6t be stained mahogany. 

DINING BOOM. 

Adopt the Sheraton style in warm tones of red. 
Have walls hung in a red ground paper with em- 
bossed gold pattern, the cove ceiling being painted 
the same red as ground of paper. Separate the 
end of cove and beginning of paper by an all gold 
moulding. Then carry up on the cove the design 
of paper stencilled in gold. For the polished wood 
floor, select a handsome Persian rug, the prevailing 
color of which must be red, but combining shades 
of yellow. Our idea in having an introduction of 
yellow in this room, is to carry that tone through 



from the parlor which adjoins. The round table, 
four high back chairs, two high back arm chairs, 
sideboard and glass closet, are of highly polished 
mahogany, inlaid in Sheraton style. The seats are 
upholstered in mohair plush, matching in color 
the ground of our wall-paper. On the centre of the 
table place a silver fernery filled with red berried 
holly, and under it a linen square embroidered with 
tiger lilies tied with bow knots. Let your silver 
candelabras, tea service, etc., rest on the sideboard 
without any linen scarf beneath. Hang no pictures 
on the wall, but get instead any real bronze bas- 
reliefs of Gainsborough subjects, and over the 
sideboard place a motto in a two inch mahogany 
frame done on parchment in old English spelling 
and lettering. The portieres are of dull red vel- 
ours, embroidered in gold in design similar to wall 
paper. Above the portieres are transom shelves, 
on which are placed several dull red jars, candle 
sticks, plates and beer tankards. The wood work 
of this room must be stained mahogany and highly 
polished. 

THE LIBRARY 

will be a combination of unoking-room, music- 
room and Horary, as it is sure to be the sanc- 
tum sanctorum in which we may expect to pass 
a liberal portion of our time. Have the walls hung 
with a neutral tone cartridge paper, thus making 
a fitting back ground for the bits of Oriental color- 
ing we shall employ. A divan should fill a corner 
arranged as a seat for smoking.' A tiger skin 
rug may be thrown in front of the lounge, at the 
back of which are arranged several Turkish pillows 
and over which is carelessly placed a Bokhara rug 
and a beautiful bit of old embroidered velvet. The 
pipe rack, pearl inlaid tabourette and everything 
pertaining to the smoker's outfit, is placed about 
this corner. The pictures in this room should be 
the reproductions of the old masters only. Uncon- 
ventionally disposed about the walls we may place 
here an old violin, there a plaster cast, a carved 
ivory scimitar, etc. Opposite the smoker's cor- 
ner place an antique Colonial bookcase with a 
lounging chair nearby. In another corner put a 
genuine old spinnet and whatever curious old 
musical instruments you can collect. Any of our 




Fig. 2. Combination of Portieres and Lattice Work. 

well known piano firms will place an excellent ac- 
tion in the frame of an old spinnet. In the centre 
of the room place an antique Florentine oak chest 
with a priest robe thrown over it. The furnishing 
of this room is never actually completed, as it will 
always be a labor of love to pick up auy beautiful 
curios that will harmonize with the general 
effect. 
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BBD CHAMBBK. 



Louis XVI. in style, in tones of violet and cream. 
Walls hung with cream colored striped paper with 
stencilled frieze of violets. Cream and violet vel- 
vet car et. Hang no pictures on the walls. The 




Door Drapery. By James Thomson. 

portieres and curtains are of cream silk with sprigs 
of violets embroidered, and tight up against the 
windows are Renaissance lace sash curtains. The 
bedstead, dressing case with oval mirror, low. cbair 
and rocker, all of cream enamel, the seats of the 
chairs being upholstered in cream silk, embroidered 
with scattered sprigs of violets. On the bed is a 
French roll and down quilt of cream colored satin 
on which the monogram or crest is embroidered 
in violet silk. Suspended from the ceiling above 
the bed is a carved gold angel with spread wings, 
from the hands of which depends a cream and 
violet satin canopy, falling not more than two feet 
from the ceiling. The dressing case scarf is of 
Renaissance lace lined with cream satin, and the 
toilet articles are all of ivory and gold. 

NURSERY. 

Have the walls painted pale blue and let there be 
a deep paper frieze of Kate Greenaway figures. It 
is eminently wiser to paint than to paper the walls 
of a nursery, as painted walls are readily washed. 
Hang bright pictures pertaining to child life, 
framed in narrow blue enameled wood frames. The 
floor will be covered in blue and white matting, on 
which some white Angora rugs may be placed. 
The single bed for nurse is of white maple as is 
also the cane seat chair and rocker. The brass crib 
is draped with blue china silk and white lace. 
White dotted Swiss curtains in windows, tied with 
blue satin ribbon. A wooden toy chest is covered 
with blue and white cretonne, and a white maple 
bookshelf is built in one corner to hold the baby's 
literature. 

BATH BOOM. 

White tiled floors, walls painted white and 
marbelized with veins of sea green. The bathtub 
enameled white and a white enameled window seat 
with box to raise for soiled linen. A white angora 
rag on floor and the toilet set to be of silver plate. 

servant's room. 
Enameled iron bedstead. Oak combination 
bureau and Washstand. Neutral tone homespun 
carpet. Dotted Swiss window curtains tied back 
with blue ribbon. Dotted Swiss bureau cover, 
blue silesia lining. Blue and white china toilet 
set. 



Walls painted white marbelized with veins of blue. 
Blue and white tiled oilcloth on floor. Above the 
range is built, a shelf on which place copper kitchen 
utensils; On the marble top pastry table is another 
shelf for placing the blue and white Saxony jars con- 
taining the tea, coffee, 6Ugars,etc. The dresser is ar- 
ranged with blue and white scalloped oil cloth. 
Two chairs of imitation oak, and a centre table 
covered with a piece of blue and white oilcloth. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Important Notice. Our readers who are either 
building new houses, or are contemplating 
re-decorating their present homes, are in- 
vited to write us for information regardiog 
color harmony and artistic schemes of fur- 
nishing. "We employ trained skill to solve 
all questions on interior decoration. As our 
spaee is necessarily limited, correspondents 
who do not receive a reply in this department 
will be replied to by mail by the Editor. 




Carved Cabinet in the Jacobean Style. 

FURNISHING AND DECORATING A 

PARLOR. 

London, O., Sept. 23, 1893. 
Editor Decorator and Furnisher : 

Gentlemen : — Please give me an idea of how to 
f urnlsh our parlor in an artistic frame house which 
cost about two thousand dollars, floor and wood- 
work of oak. Hall has polished oak floor, wood- 
work consisting of wainscoting five feet high and 
ceiling, with a stairway winding around the fire- 
place (wood). Dining room has oak ceiling wains- 
coting and polished oak floor. These rooms are 
all thrown together; have terra cotta in the rug in 
dining room and blue in hall. These rugs are 
beautiful Persian rugs. Furniture oak and old 
English. I think pink and gray in parlor would be 
pretty. 

Mrs. J. Parcke. 



Answer.— It is intended to make general use of 
the parlor, as if it were the family room, there be- 
ing only parlor, hall, dining room and kitchen on 
this floor. The dining room will al60 serve as 
library as soon as certain alterations can be made. 
In the meantime it is a question with our corres- 
pondent whether to put the books in the parlor, 
or in den upstairs. It might be added that all 
three rooms, namely, parlor, hall and dining room, 
are thrown together, and that the woodwork is the 
same in all. It is also added that the correspond- 
ent's opinion is that pink and gray would look well 
in the parlor. 

As the parlor occupies a rather cold position, and 
appears to be not well lighted, gray, pretty well 
modified by pink would not be unsuitable for the 
furnishing. Taking these colors, therefore, as the 
key-notes, the following scheme would be indi- 
cated : 

Walls, a warm pink. 

Ceiling, light pearl gray. 

Frieze, a deep old pink. 

Cornice, warm gray and pink. 

Carpet, gray, buff and warm pink, or same in rug, 
if need. 

Upholstery, gray, buff, silver and light pink. 

Drapery, old rose. 

Concerning the matter of disposition of books, 
several considerations arise. As the parlor is to be 
used- as a general family room, there can be no 
objection to the presence of the library there, 
pending the improvements alluded to in the dining 
room. At least the shelves can be so made and ar- 
ranged and draped as to hardly reveal their pres- 
ence at all. <~ 



DECORATIVE SCHEME FOR 
MICHIGAN HOME. 



A PRETTY 



Coldwatbr, Mich., April 8, 1894. 
Editor The Decorator and Furnisher. 

I have a pretty home and desire to make it artistic, 
as far as my limited means will allow. I enclose a 
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Pen and Ink. Drawing.— Illustration by A. J. Gaskin 
for an Edition of Anderson's Fairy Tales. 

draft of first floor, which I wish to change and re- 
model somewhat. Walls and ceilings are kal- 
somined; hall is in terra cotta color, with split 
bamboo frieze in Japanese characters. This I do 
not wish to change. A bedroom entered from hall 



